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The East Pollokshields Community Planning Partnership is fast progressing
towards its initial aim of prioritising the needs of the area.  This is an
umbrella group of predominantly residents and local organisations who
share a common commitment to improve our neighbourhood. Set up at the
instigation of the Southside Housing Association, it has the support of the
Pollokshields Liaison Group.

Once the Community Plan is completed the group will look at how to
make it actually happen – to improve the level and type of services for young
people, for example,and how to work together to free Pollokshields of litter!

If you have views on what’s happening and what’s not happening in
Pollokshields, and want to make a positive contribution, contact Smina
Akhtar on 433 4059 or email sakhtar@southside-ha.co.uk.

Besides our great and loyal team of
newsletter deliverers throughout the
neighbourhood, and first-rate support
from additional volunteers for our varied
activities, we have been sustained by an
18-strong committee over the last 12
years and it’s high time at least some of
us were replaced!

From our membership of around 600,
we particularly need a new supply of
office-bearers to conduct the routine
business of the society. We’d welcome
any residents keen to promote the
original, the biggest and the best-
preserved conservation area in the UK!
Can you help, please?

Committee meetings are held in the
Burgh Hall on the first Tuesday evening
of the month.

We also need contributors to keep our
newsletter going – including a cartoonist
perhaps? And someone willing and able
to update and maintain our lamentably
neglected website...

Come along to our Annual General
Meeting – or meantime contact Karin
Currie (427 0531) or Ann Laing (423
0825) to find out more.

In the 19th century the system of shallow
mining involved ‘stoop-and-room’ galleries
which deteriorate over the years.  Further
to boring carried out in the 1990s, £400,000
has been allocated from the Scottish
Executive for the process of infilling with
ash and cement, to achieve a permanent
solution to any problem that might arise.

The ‘slash and chip’ assault on the
overgrown and unmaintained railway
embankments bordering Darnley Road and
Moray Place is to be alleviated by suitable
replanting.

Network Rail submitted a list of
acceptable species and recommended
planting distances to the Strathbungo

Getting the Action Together

Glasgow Treelovers’ help Strathbungo stay green

Coal comfort for top tenements

This is one of two sites in Glasgow currently
benefiting from this ‘mineral consolidation’
procedure.  Some 65 flats are involved here,
at an average cost of £6,000, with 50%
grants available from the City Council.

Anyone concerned about their area can
access a report from the British Geological
Survey in Edinburgh.

Situations vacant!

Major work is underway to safeguard the tenements at Kirkcaldy Road, Beaton Road and
Dolphin Road, built over the Knightswood Gas Seam between 1903 and 1909.

An illustrated talk by
CATHY JOHNSTON

Manager for Design & Environment
for the City Council's

Development & Regeneration Services.
at 8 pm on Monday 25 April
at Pollokshields Burgh Hall

following the
Annual General Meeting

7.00 pm: Reception
7.30 pm: Annual General Meeting

All welcome!

Nomination forms for Committee
available from the Secretary

(see back page)

Regenerating Glasgow
Creating a future built on the past

Society and awaits an overall plan being
prepared with the City Council’s
arboriculture officer. The replanting should
be carried out before the end of March. The
Glasgow Treelovers’ Society has offered to
contribute to this project with the provision
of suitable mixed hedge screening and scrub
planting that will sustain biodiversity.



The City Plan was introduced about 18
months ago.  This massive tome lays down
guidance and principles for the development
and regeneration of Glasgow, giving
parameters within which developers must
operate in order to protect the character and
amenity of the city.

Many aspects of conservation areas are
not protected by the City Plan, for example
garages, and the rear of houses which in
Pollokshields often have considerable
architectural detail. The City Plan also falls
short of completely outlawing PVCu windows,
and gives inadequate guidance on
hardstanding.  A fundamental principle of
the plan is that any development must
enhance or conserve the character of the
conservation area, and yet many applications
have been passed for works which clearly
fail this test, but do not actually contravene
the detailed design standards in their
‘heritage’ policies.  We believe that the
planning department is unwilling to take the
risk that a refusal might result in an expensive
appeal.

Objectors have few rights in the planning
system.  They cannot appeal, and are not
routinely informed when an application is

When planting trees make sure
the space you have will allow
the tree to spread to its full width
– its spread – as well as looking
in scale with the rest of your
garden in relation to its height
– its height, that is, in 10 years’
time! Consider where its shadow
will fall – its orientation; the
suitability of the ground
conditions;  and its closeness to
any built structure – should you
plant one at all!

How will it fit in with already
mature neighbouring trees,
whether in the next door garden
or in the public realm? We can
all benefit from complementary
planting. Above all, choose a tree
that can live out its life, growing
old gracefully!

Some trees don’t respond well
to management late in life;
young trees can more readily be
shaped to suit their location. If
pollarded over a number of years

How to keep our suburbs leafy

example doesn’t re-grow if pruned, while a
lime tree will. For more information about
tree management including recommended
tree surgeons, contact the Arboricultural
Association on 01794 368717 or visit
www.trees.org.uk.

Planning shortcomings By Helen Barnard

amended, thus losing the opportunity to
object again. Another cause for concern is
the number of applications to which we have
objected which are granted with significant
aspects undecided. These are later sorted
out between the applicant and the planning
officer, thus bypassing the planning
committee.

Over the last few years, the number of
staff in the enforcement department has
been repeatedly reduced, so that there are
now only two officers to cover the Southside
and part of the West End.  No new cases
have been taken to court for many years,
and it is now widespread knowledge that
most unauthorised developments are unlikely
to be challenged, unless the case is taken
up by a councillor or MSP.  An Enforcement
Notice not only can result in fines of up to
£20,000 and the cost of reinstatement, but
is a criminal offence and remains on the
property.

Planning law is pointless if it is not
enforced, and we believe that the Council
should be challenged for failing to fulfill its
legal obligations. Is this simply a resource
issue? Or an unwillingness or inability of the
Council to fund quality environments?

A unique collection of old postcards of
Pollokshields has been donated by local
historian, Sheila Ogilvie, to the Mitchell
Library. The majority of the thirty six
neighbourhood views are from the early
20th century, and all are pre Second World
War. They are now part of the Strathclyde
Archives and can also be seen at www.the
glasgowstory.co.uk. Also in the archives
are Sheila’s five Pollokshields Exhibitions
which featured in Glasgow’s Year of
Culture celebrations in 1990.

Pollokshields Library has our current selection of
notelet/cards for sale @ £2.50 for 4 or 75p each featuring
photographs of stained glass in the area, and sketches
of prominent public buildings.

Postcards of old
Pollokshields

Some 400 tenement flat owners now
participate in the Southside Housing
Association’s factoring service. Over the
past twelve months the SHA, the local
community controlled housing
association, has been extending its
factoring service to private owners. The
service was previously only offered to
owners in tenements where the
Association had some ownership but
recently the service has been extended
to wholly private closes.

Services include insurance and the co-
ordination of common repairs, besides
stair and window cleaning, etc. The SHA
is confident they can compete with
private factors on service and price, and
also want the factoring service to
complement their wider charitable aims,
particularly in relation to tackling Below
Tolerable Standard housing in other
parts of the area. Pollokshields has the
full range of tenements from the very
good to the very bad. The SHA can
provide property managers to those who
simply need a good factor and be an
agency for physical and community
regeneration besides. Any profits made
from this commercial activity are
ploughed back into their core community
activities.

Factoring service
for private owners

For more details on the Association's
Factoring Service contact their Private
Housing Officer, Melanie Tait, on 433 4054.

they can form a structure of their own, as
long as they receive attention annually.

Even if they’ve grown very tall and thin
it is sometimes possible to reshape them;
but it’s often better to remove them and
start again. A mature beech tree for

Growing old gracefully in Pollokshields ...



Connecting...
www.glasgowsoutharea.com

Planning Enquiries

General
287 8555

Development Control
287 6070

Enforcement
287 6069

Heritage & Design
287 8618

—incl. Conservation
287 8626

Landscape
287 8673

Land Services

Parks
287 5064

Roads
287 9000

Environmental Protection

Cleansing
445 4200

Environmental Health
287 6698

Recycling
287 2063

Fast track
0800 027 7027

Transport Police
332 3649

Community Police
423 1113

24-hour Police
532 5300

Crime Prevention

Sgt Brian Hughes
552 5310

For a plain clothes police
officer house visit:

Sgt Alan Shaw
532 5313

Community Council
423 1448

City Council

Maxwell Park Ward
Alan Rodger
287 7013

East Pollokshields Ward
Bashir Ahmad
287 5894

Scottish Parliament
Gordon Jackson QC
427 7047

Westminster Parliament
Mohammad Sarwa
427 5250

Pollokshields Burgh Hall
423 8858

Pollokshields Library
423 1460

Design Matters
Pollokshields now has its own
‘Gathering Place’ – Dayraa
(Urdu). This new restaurant has
just opened with a complete
makeover of the former Lord
Darnley pub premises.

The décor includes some
antiques and artefacts brought
by local resident Jamshaid Amin
Raja, one of the partners, from
his family’s village in Pakistan.

Curling in Pollokshields is a
tradition as old as the
neighbourhood. Long before
Crossmyloof Ice Rink came
(1907) and went (1986), a clay-
based  pond was created by Sir
John Stirling Maxwell in Pollok
Estate, over the old bridge,
beside the ice house for Pollok
House. It had fallen into disuse
probably by the 1920s, by which
time the outdoor conditions were
insufficiently cold and
vandalism had taken its toll of
the stones’ hut and clubhouse.
But the sluices are still there,

Curling around the ’Shields

and the site can be identified by
the gorse thicket lining three of
its sides.

Local curling enthusiast – not
to mention Olympic level
umpire! – Leslie Ingram Brown
is also an avid collector of
memorabilia and came across
this postcard of another local
curling pond, in the Crossmyloof
neighbourhood, dating from
1904.

It was perhaps located near
where the new Scout hut is in
Shawmoss Road – does anyone
know its actual site?

There are now more
opportunities than ever before
to be informed about how well
we fare in relation to other parts
of the city and to be involved in
decision-making and

The playground equipment, footpath
resurfacing, additional benches and
bins, and the games court were at
last all installed at the ‘Square Park’
in the course of 2004. “This
effectively completes 50% of the
park area, the active part.” says
Director of Parks, Kenny Boyle.

Slow progress

Where was this?

Communicating...

neighbourhood developments.
There are probably less than 100
residents who do currently
participate!

Collaborating...
Apart from the Community
Planning Partnership (see
front page) the Community
Council meets on the first
Monday of the month at
Pollokshields Primary School
in Albert Drive at 7.30 pm. All
meetings are open to the public
and residents are welcome. By-
elections are coming up soon
– information on this will be
posted in the Library, at the
Burgh Hall and at the Nan
McKay Hall.

If evening meetings don’t
suit – come along to the
Pollokshields Liaison Group
which includes local residents
and representatives of agencies
with budgets for Pollokshields!
Meetings are held on the
second Wednesday of the
month at the Social Work
premises at 100 McCulloch
Street, from 10 to 11.30 am.

The tradition of the ‘Dayraa’
goes back hundreds of years in
the sub-continent; an epicentre
of the community where
everyone from all walks of life
gathers to relax and enjoy
hospitality.

Just launched is the City
Council website for our area –
one of eleven in the city. The
South Area Committee includes
the local councillors for the
Pollokshields East and Maxwell
Park wards and a
representative from the
Pollokshields Community
Council.  Its purpose is to ensure
that Council services meet the
needs of the community and
that it has a role in local
spending decisions. The new
website includes information
about grants, members, minutes
and links – and invites feedback
– and hopes to expand the
information available on local
groups and activities.

Contacts
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Our newsletter is distributed free to 6,000
addresses throughout Pollokshields, Dumbreck
& Strathbungo. Anyone interested in placing
an advertisement in it – or in advertising in a
possible local property section – should please
contact the Editor. We are very grateful for
support that makes the publication possible
but of course do not take any responsibility
for products or services advertised.

PLANNING CONVENOR

HELEN BARNARD
TEL: 423 1060
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Kenneth Tomory writes that
“the archaeological site of a
Celtic village near the pond in
Pollok Estate seems to be
under attack by bikes being
ridden across the ditch and
embankment” - as the route of
the Mountain Bike Circuit is
so close to it.  He is concerned
about “the risk of the loss of
cultural heritage of the only
complete site of this kind in
Glasgow.” – Glasgow’s Cycling
Officer, Allan MacLean,
says that erosion caused by
cyclists was identified in the
late 1990's, hence the need to
provide a dedicated facility.
Particular efforts were made
to discourage them from the
heritage site, with the
introduction of a trail leading
away, including features on the
descent;  he’s disappointed if
they are not proving successful
but adds “although it is
difficult to control where
cyclists go, you can
however encourage them to
stay on the dedicated trails ”.
  Pollok Country Park
Manager, Stephen Egan, gives
his assurance that he will

The Advisory Group
set up almost two
years ago by the NVA
Organisation,
creators of the
Gardens, is in the
process of setting
up a Trust to ensure
the maintenance and
development of this
unique neighbour-
hood resource.

Funding has now
been secured for the
new community
headquarters
building – on the site
of the former tram
depot boilerhouse –
and work is to begin
in April.

The local Crime Prevention
Panel's working group set up
last August, chaired by Gordon
Jackson MSP, has secured the
£150,000 required to install
five cameras in East
Pollokshields from
Communities Scotland via the
Southside Housing
Association.

A three-year commitment to
maintain each of these
cameras and a possible sixth,
has to be in place by the end
of March. The necessary
£3,600 p.a. for each of three
cameras has been
underwritten by the SHA,
West of Scotland Housing
Association and Mohammed
Sarwar MP together with the
business community;  the
Glasgow Housing Association
may also be contributing.

The location of these
cameras will be determined by
the Police crime profile.

monitor activity at the site,
and is very keen to ensure that
it is undisturbed.  Perhaps a
suitable information board
would be of value? – Ed.
Dr Carol Swanson of the West
of Scotland Archaeological
Service says “This is certainly
a significant site and we need
to ensure its protection”.
Contact Carol on 287 8334 for
more information.

Javaid Shafi, Director of the
Darnley St Family Centre,
complains that “Darnley
Street is a disgrace. What can
we do about the quantities of
refuse dumped on the
pavements, the dog-fouling
and the litter on the railway
embankment?…. speeding is
also a problem. This is a busy
arterial traffic route and
surely deserves more attention
on the part of the Council’s
Land Services and
Environmental Protection
Services and Network Rail.”

Our man at Environmental
Protection Services, Dougie
Gellan, informs that this area’s
‘pavements and channels’ are

swept mechanically on
Wednesdays and manually on
Fridays; he also reports that
42 enforcements have been
issued in the last two months,
imposing fines on fly-tippers.

Network Rail acknowledge
their “social responsibility” for
maintaining the embankment
and do undertake litter-
picking; but can’t tackle the
underlying anti-social
behaviour and would welcome
proposals from Darnley St
residents! Contact: Paul
Ferguson on 555 4108.

Our Community Police are
very aware of the speeding
problems along this stretch in
particular and frequently stop
drivers.

Roads Department Traffic
Operations Manager, Alastair
Brown is currently
undertaking a review of traffic
issues in this area, in
association with the
Pollokshields Liaison Group.

Environmental pollution is
endemic. We need to combine
community efforts to tackle it
successfully and maintain a
quality environment.  – Ed.

Latest news from The Hidden Gardens

CCTV cameras

Clem Sinclair has been
appointed as Community
Volunteers Co-ordinator and
is working with the Southside

Housing Association, British
Trust for Conservation
Volunteers and the New
Victorian Gardens in

preparing the volunteer
programme. Contact her on
433 2722 for more
information.

The Hidden Gardens under its first fall of snow.

Correspondence
To ph@pollokshields.demon.co.uk / PO BOX 3754 Glasgow G41 4YF


